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BLENDED LEARNING:
A NEW TECHNOLOGICAL ERA IN EFL TEACHING

Abstract. The article deals with the new method in teaching English as a foreign
language. Today it is easy to have the Internet connection everywhere: in different
educational and social settings, coffee shops, public transport, shops, classrooms etc. This
article attempts to investigate the usage of the Internet and computer technologies in the
process of teaching English as a foreign language, as at present to go with the times it is
impossible for a teacher to neglect the interests and requirements of the students. It shows
new opportunities for a teacher at English classes: modern platforms and web sites, social
networks, blogs help not only share the information, make a lesson mobile-friendly, but
motivate students in studying a foreign language. The article also shows the problem of
the obsessive use of computer technologies which does not provide human-to-human
contact, which may limit teacher’s opportunities for communicative activities which are
extremely necessary while studying a foreign language. The combination of IT and
traditional modes are the elements of blended learning which is underlined to be the most
effective method in teaching English as a foreign language. Thus, it is clearly the blended
learning that is of extreme use today because of it clear and even combination of
computer assisted language learning technologies and live communication with students.
The information helps us to determine several characteristics for a successful foreign
language teacher which among others (communicative, sociolinguistic, sociocultural and
pragmatic) include methodical competence. That prove the urge necessity if using IT in
general and blended learning in particular in the work of English as a foreign language
teacher.

Key words: blended learning, English as a foreign language teaching (EFL
teaching), computer assisted language learning technologies, social network, blog.

Formulation of the problem. Among educators, students and young Internet
users online teaching is accepted as a viable component in teaching and learning.
Thus blended learning as the combining of online and face-to-face learning is
becoming a commonplace in many higher education institutions all over the world.
In developing countries blended learning is known to be in its early stages and not
without its challenges. Ukraine is one of them that bring the problem of media
education on a new step of EFL teaching. Technological media have the potential to
broaden the scope of resources available in teaching and to enhance the language
learning experience (Wright, 2017).

Today in Ukraine there is the problem of rapid “knowledge aging” and the
need for processing a large amount of information, thus, the country needs new
professionals with modern knowledge and competencies. In order to achieve this
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goal, our educators created new types of learning which combine past achievements
and valuable past experience and new information technologies. Here we mean the
term “blended learning” which is used for characterizing a methodology that
combines online learning, traditional learning and independent student work.

Blended learning forces us to consider the characteristics of digital technology,
in general, and information communication technologies (ICTs), more specifically.
Floridi (2014) suggests an answer proffered by Alan Turing: that digital ICTs can
process information on their own, can also communicate information to each other,
without human intervention, but as linked processes designed by humans (Floridi,
2014, p. 30). We perceive our world more and more in informational terms, and not
primarily as physical entities. Increasingly, the educational world is dominated by
information and our economies rest primarily on that asset. So our world is also
blended, and it is blended so much that we hardly see the individual components of
the blend any longer (Dziuban, Graham, Moskall, Norberg and Sicilia, 2018).

The term ‘blended learning’ is a relatively new term. Various definitions of
blended learning exist, and commonly in higher education, it is known as a
combination of traditional face-to-face teaching and on-line teaching. Researchers
however, have pointed to the complexities involved in accurately defining blended
learning. Oliver and Trigwell (2005) argued that the focus should be on teaching
rather than learning. Garrison and Kanuka (2004, p.96) note “virtually limitless
design possibilities and applicability to so many contexts” as confounding a
definition, and settle on an experiential focus, citing “integration of classroom face-
to-face learning experiences with on-line learning experiences” as their definition
(Dziuban, Graham, Moskall, Norberg and Sicilia, 2018).

Analysis of recent research on the problem. The problem of media
education and IT learning has been substantially learnt by many scholars: American
researchers A. Diozed, A.Mol, K. Northenstreg investigated the creation and
development of social networks in the world. The Ukrainians also pay attention to
this problem. T. Arkhipova, N. Osipova, and M. Lvov assert that the social networks
as the main tool of educational process organization. V. Bykov underlines the
psychological and pedagogical peculiarities of social servers in education, the
connection of media education with the studying process.

Presenting the main material. Here it is necessary to mention Computer
Assisted Language Learning technologies. However, some researchers question
aspects of its suitability for higher education and language teaching. Levy also
cautioned against it underlining technology integration requirements may not “meet
the pedagogical aspirations of faculty and local needs, such as those required in L2
teaching and learning” (Levy, 2009, p. 779). We believe how to teach may be
equally as important as what to teach for online language lessons. As noted by Clark
and Mayer (2011, c. 19), an overload of text, audio, and visual input can be
detrimental to learning, as can a lack of input. The fact to be considered as negative
is the lack of verbal and non-verbal cues that may enrich teacher-student
communication, particularly in language learning. Gestures, body language, and
other audible cues enhance classroom communication and point to understanding or
the lack of it.

As seen above, research on blended learning and its success is much and
varied. Although there appears to be no definitive consensus in literature as to the
value of blended learning (Wright, 2017) it is the one that deserves further study and
defines the aim of this study as to explicate the importance of using blended learning
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in English classes, to characterize the influence of computer assisted language
learning technologies as its main part on the formation of students’ knowledge and
skills.

In general, it is the question of e-learning in EFL teaching which is understood
as the use of electronic media information and IT in education. It can be used in or
out of classroom, self-paced or with the teacher or instructor guidance. It is often
used as a mean of distance learning. It is urging to underline that it was in 1960s
when in Illinois University, the USA; they decided to use computers in teaching
students (Golnaz and Chalak, 2014, p. 2). Many years have passed since, but we still
turn to the method to be widely and successfully implemented in all spheres of our
lives, including education. That shows the problem is still vital and important to be
investigated.

Another aspect that the article touches upon is one more phenomenon within
computer assisted language learning technologies — network society. Some scientists
consider its rise in communication society, thus, today networks, especially social
ones, are playing a substantial role in our lives: networks easily connect people or
groups of people according to their interest; they can acquire and create new
communicational structures independently, which are difficult for traditional
institutions; they can participate in the organization of social communities. In the
digital age, the principles of media education are the same as they have always been,
but the existence of cyberspace is adding new and challenging questions. The role of
a teacher has been greatly changed, as there has appeared an accepted new critical
pedagogy. We may emphasize the important challenges on evaluating the right
information for one’s needs and synthesize what one believes as being useful
knowledge (What is Media Education?).

Thus, it is obvious to estimate the ambiguity and wide use of the term ‘social
network’, the main notion of which is known as an integrated structure consisting of
central elements and their connections — social web. But today when there appeared
a wide network of social services we may find narrower interpretation — ‘web service
which gives opportunity for communication of big group of people and their
combination in virtual communities according to the interests (JlJo6osixosa, 2011).
Here their peculiarity appears — the possibility to make content, do business, political
and educational activities by the users themselves.

Different types of social networks — public (with open access) or close (for co-
workers of the organization only or the students of a separate educational institution,
faculty, or group) — improve educational functions; students can communicate and
complete tasks of the subject.

Another peculiarity to be mentioned about the use of social networks in
education is sociability — the ease feeling while communicating. Its basis is the
feeling of trust, the possibility to ask a question privately. It is proved by the native
researches who determine it as ‘a possibility of an individual to keep a number of
contacts while showing the optimal use of them — the information and resources
interchange ([danpko, 2012; Jlemenko, 2011).

Here we also underline blogs as a component of modern technological tool in
EFL teaching. Though blogs are integral element for any Internet user, teachers
barely appreciate them as an educational tool. It is inevitably to happen at any school
or with any teacher if not to recognize various pedagogical possibilities concerning
use of blogs through file management, use of video, images and all kind of benefits
relating interaction and communication.
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We understand blogs as web logs that are updated on a regular basis by their
author. They can contain information related to a specific topic or used as daily
diaries about people’s personal lives, political views, or even as social commentaries.
Blogs give the user an opportunity to write content that is unique to him and his
activity. They also give an occasion to interact with the visitors while promoting who
you are and what you do (Graham, 2006). At protection blogs as a tool of EFL
teaching we define the fact while the students in this study enjoy reading views
expressed by other bloggers, they exhibit a lack of a sense of belonging to a
community of learners by not contributing their own views freely. It also coincides
with teaching language and literature, which enhance reading comprehension and
writing.

Thus, the above techniques can be useful, it is important to note that they are
just tools and not the objective itself. They are not for all classes and need to be
made an integral part of the course design. However, the uses of modern computer-
oriented modes as a learning tool seem to be low-cost with high-returns. Whatever
research should to be done or how they can more effectively be used, it is a given
that technology will continue to influence learning and teaching in every sphere of
our lives. One should also not forget the problem of overuse of computer assisted
language learning technologies that may lead to the loose of students’ interest to the
subject. There is also a necessity to be given good computer knowledge to get good
results in blended learning (Ilpousko, 2018).

To conclude, we have identified a few demerits of integrating IT platforms and
modes into a teaching school environment. Still, we cannot deny the many
advantages of e-learning. The virtual classes aim at stimulating informative interest
to the language; making a class creative; contributing to students’ team work. The
bottom line here is that any institution that wants to offer online classes should be
ready to invest in a good virtual classroom and learning management system.

The question of using IT platforms and computer environment is rather
disputed. Any educator who wants to be in pace with the world educational changes
has to use the new Internet tools (IT platforms, media tools, social networks, blogs
etc.) to involve students in studying English, as they are the future of all the
educational establishments. At the same time it is urge to remember some
disadvantages web-enhanced instruction can bring when used in teaching English as
a foreign language. As Sarah Johnson says, unfortunately, while studying distantly
many people are programmed to multi-task when they’re on the computer. This
could lead to skimming articles or starting videos that turns into background noise as
they try to complete another project at the same time which reduces the productivity
of their work (Johnson, 2017). It is also embarrassing for some when they cannot ask
a teacher for clarification in real time. Others might require lessons that are more
hands-on, visual, or auditory than what a teacher may offer on his platform. Finally,
it does not provide human-to-human contact, which may limit teacher’s
opportunities for team-building and role-playing activities, brainstorming, or
discussion.

Conclusions and prospects for further researches. That is why we consider
it is impossible to rely only on computer assisted language learning technologies
while teaching English. We have to supplement it with in-person classroom-style
training on as-needed basis that proves of the emerge use of blended learning in EFL
teaching. Thus, the study proves more research needs to be conducted, examining
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different modern modes, methods and forms in teaching English, including fully
online and blended learning environments.
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3MIIIAHE HABUAHHS: HOBA TEXHOJIOI'TYHA EPA Y HABYAHHI
AHI'JIIACBHKOI MOBH SIK IHO3EMHOI{

Ipousko €Brenis

KaHIU/JIAT [eIaroriyHiX HayK,

JIOIICHT, JIOLICHT KaepH aHTTiHChKOT MOBH Ta METOIMKH ii HAaBUAHHS
YMaHCBKOro Jep:kaBHOTO MearorivHoro yHisepcurety iMeHi [laBna TuunHm,
M. YMaHb, YKpaiHa
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AHoTanis. Y cTaTTi iiJie MOBa PO HOBUH MiJXiJ Y HABYAHHS aHTJIHCHKOI MOBH SIK
iHo3emHoi. CbOronHi ToTainbHa iH(GOpPMATH3ALlis CYCIIHCTBA HPU3BOAUTH N0 IIMPOKO]
MOMyJIsIpU3allii HOBITHIX METO/IIB HABYaHHS 3 BUKOPUCTAHHS IHTEPHET Ta KOMIT FOTEPHHUX
pecypciB. Tomy HenuBHuM € TOM (akT, 110 IHTEpPHET TICHO BTHCHYBCS B Halle
IIOBCSIKJIGHHE KUTTS. IOro MOXKHA 3HANTH CKpi3b: B OCBITHIX T IPOMAJCHKUX YCTAHOBAX,
kade, TpAHCIOPTi, MarasuHax, HaBiTh HA 3yINHHKAaX MiChbKOro Tpancropty. IlosiBa
pO3rany’)keHOi CHCTEeMU IHTEPHETYy Ta COLIaJbHUX MEpekK SK HOro HEeBia €éMHOI Ta
0e33amepevyHo TOJMIOBHOI CKIIAZOBOI MPUMYIIYE 3MIHIOBATHCS IHILY, KJIacuuHy, chepy
KHUTTS — ocBiTy. CaMe TOMy Cy4acHOMY BUHMTEIIIO HATraJbHO MOTPIOHO MEeperisiHyTH CBOL
METOIM Ta 3acoOM HaB4YaHHS. Y JIOCHI/PKCHHI 3BEPTa€ThCS yBara Ha MOJJIMBOCTI
BUKOPUCTAHHS 3MIIIAHOTO HABYAHHS, K€ HA/JA€ BYMTENIO HOBI MOMJIMBOCTI Ha ypOKax
aHTJIACHKOI MOBH: CydYacHi Mefia Ta iHTepHeT IatdopMmu, COliaibHi Mepexi, Omoru
tomo. Lli 3acobu Temep gomomararoTh HE JIMIIE HOAUIMTUCS HAarajJbHOK OCBITHBOIO
iH(popMmalii€ro, 3poOUTH YPOK «MOOLITBHHMY», a i MOTHBYBATH CTYICHTIB 10 BHBYCHHS
iHO3EMHOI MOBH. IX MOEIHAHHS pa3oMm i3 TPaAUIIHHUMKA METOAaMH HABUYAHHS CKJajae
MPUPOAY 3MILIAHOTO HABYAHHS, SKE PO3IIIANAEThCS K HallepeKTHBHIMIMNA MeTo] Yy
HaBYaHHI aHTJIIHACHKOI MOBHM SIK iHO3eMHOi. CTaTTsi TaKOX MiJIKPECITIOE IHIIYy CTOPOHY
Bukopuctanns IKT — #oro HagMipHICTh Ha ypOIli, SIKe HE 3aJHIIa€ MOXIHBOCTEH st
0COOHCTOTO, (OKHBOTO» CITUIKYBaHHS, MOXE OOMEKHTH 3aiydeHHs CTYACHTIB 0
KOMYHIKaTHBHHX Ta TPYMOBHX BUIIB POOOTH, a/Xke OCTaHHI € HaJA3BUYAWHO BaXKIUBUMHU
(dbopmMaMu BUBUCHHSI iHO3eMHOT MOBH. TakuM YHHOM, CBOTOJIHI came 3MilllaHe HABYaHHS €
HA/J3BUYAaHO TOTPIOHMM depe3 HOro mMpo3opicTh, KOMIT'IOTEPHY Ta IHTEPHET
CHPSIMOBAHICTh, Pa3oM i3 JKHBUM CITIJIKYBaHHSM. YCe BHI[E3a3HAYCHE HAJa€ HAM IPaBO
BU3HAYUTH TOJIOBHI XapaKTEPUCTUKH YCIIIIHOTO BUUTEIIS aHTJIHCHKOI MOBH, cepe]] IKHX
(KOMyHIKaTHBHA, COLIOMIHTBICTHYHA, COLIOKYJIbTYpHA Ta MparMaTHYHa) HE OCTAHHE
MICIIE TOCiZ]aé METOJMYHAa KOMIIETeHTHICTh. Bce Iie MiATBEpUKYE Haa3BUYAHY
BAXIIMBICTh y pPOOOTI BYMTENs aHIIIHCHKOI MOBH SK 1HO3EMHOI BHUKOPHCTAaHHS
KOMII FOT€PHO-0PiEHTOBAHOTO HABYAHHS B LIIJIOMY Ta 3MIIlIAHOTO HABYAHHS 30KpeMa.

KirouoBi ciioBa: 3miniaHe HaBUaHHS, HABYAHHS aHIIIIHCHKOI MOBHU SIK iHO3EMHOI,
TEXHOJIOTii KOMIT IOTEpPHO-OPIEHTOBAHOT0 HABYAHHSI, COLliaJIbHA Mepexa, OJIoT.
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