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PROSPECTS OF THE USE OF GREAT BRITAIN’S EXPERIENCE IN
THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM OF GIFTED SCHOOLCHILDREN IN
UKRAINE

Abstract. The article researches the state of education of gifted schoolchildren in
Ukraine. The analysis of the domestic education system for gifted children has
revealed that despite some achievements in this area, Ukraine needs to improve
mechanisms that will eliminate shortcomings in educating gifted children and promote
the organization of effective education and upbringing of schoolchildren of this
category.

It has been found out that at the level of the legislative component, the public
interest in the problem of gifted pupils is presented in a number of laws and
regulations, and it is recommended to develop and implement a cross-cutting National
Curriculum for gifted schoolchildren and quality standards for education that provide
effective measures for gifted pupils and students at the local, regional and national
levels.

The main directions of gifted education in Ukraine at the level of organizational
and institutional component have been defined and recommendations are provided for
the purpose of systematic maintenance in teachers’ training for work with gifted
pupils.

The communicative component of the domestic education system for gifted
schoolchildren is primarily represented by the media, which reflect current issues in
the field of theory and practice of gifted development. At the level of the
communicative component, the following is proposed: creation of a network of
specialized periodicals and development of online resources.

Key words: gifted schoolchildren, education of gifted and talented pupils,
legislative component, organizational and institutional component, communicative
component, recommendations.

Problem statement. The way of the problem solving of the potential talent
realization of each individual, the optimal development of human abilities, identifying
and supporting talented children and youth is recognized as one of the priority tasks of
modern pedagogical science. The modern school is faced with the task of maximum
disclosure and development of the potential of each individual, the formation of a man
as a subject of social and professional life, preparing him for self-improvement, self-
determination and self-realization. The modern Ukrainian school must ensure the
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comprehensive development of the individual as the highest value of society on the
basis of identifying his talents, abilities, and gifts. That is why, Ukraine has adopted a
number of laws and programs that aim at creation of a national network of educational
institutions for gifted youth. However, this is only the beginning of a long and hard
work of the whole society on the way to the realization of the set tasks.

Research publications analysis. Researchers, teachers-practitioners analyze,
create, improve methods of work with gifted and talented pupils, study the activities of
educational organizations, research the content of teaching gifted, make and
implement program documents, work on improving innovative methods. Directions of
education reform in Ukraine, aspects of the essence of the nature of giftedness,
theoretical and methodological principles of teaching, educational work with gifted
children were considered in scientific research of Ukrainian scientists, namely
O. Antonova, A. Bida, O. Kulchytska, L.Lypova, R.Naumenko, S. Terepyshchy,
L. Prokopiv, J. Rudyk, L. Slobodyniuk, V. Strelnikov, M. Fedorov and others.

The aim of the article is to provide recommendations for the implementation of
the positive experience of Great Britain in educating gifted schoolchildren in the
domestic educational practice at the level of legislative, organizational and
institutional, communicative components.

Presenting the main research material. The experience of Great Britain as the
most successful in the field of science and education and highly developed country can
be useful in the process of creating favorable learning conditions for gifted
schoolchildren who could fully reveal and develop their natural talents (Kholod, 2015,
p.119).

Taking into account the drawbacks in the domestic practice of gifted children
education (Budz, 2016), practical recommendations have been developed for the
implementation of the British experience in Ukrainian educational practice at the
legislative, organization and institutional, communicative levels.

The previous analysis shows that the legislative component of the education of
gifted children in Ukraine is represented by a number of normative documents that
aim at solution of strategic tasks (Budz, 2016). However, educational practice, taking
into account the requirements of the time, needs to improve the legal and regulatory
framework, which would contribute to the successful development of creative and
intellectual potential of the youth of Ukraine.

In this regard, the experience of Great Britain is noteworthy, the multilevel
structure of primary and secondary education which allows to identify gifted and
talented students gradually, group them according to the provisions of the England's
National Program for Gifted and Talented Education (2016), to develop their abilities
at each stage, to provide equal opportunities and resources regardless of social status,
place of residence, ethnicity and gender.

In Ukraine the National Program for gifted schoolchildren should be cross-cutting:
cover all educational stages and be implemented at different levels (local, regional and
national).

The development of specific quality standards for education which provide
effective measures for gifted pupils and students at classroom, extra classroom, local,
regional and national levels is urgent as well.

At the level of organizational and institutional component of education of gifted
children in Ukraine, the following shortcomings have been identified: lack of
continuity, interdependence and systematization in the activities of government
agencies in work with gifted children (public sector); activities of a critically small
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number of charitable organizations in the field of gifted development (non-
governmental sector) (Budz, 2016).

In this regard, the necessity to create a special unit of the Ministry of Education
and Science of Ukraine at the public sector that would work with gifted children on
the model of the Department of Education and Training, the UK, has occurred. One of
the important tasks of this structure is to solve the problem of identifying gifted
children by implementing the following:

coordination of the activities of all institutions that make up the infrastructure in
education of gifted children;

exclude the directive nature of methods of identification of gifted children (taking
into account age and peculiarities of educational subjects);

granting autonomy to schools in the process of identifying the gifted and talented
schoolchildren, taking into account quantitative and qualitative indicators, as well as
the achievements of leading scientists and teachers-practitioners;

introduction of identification methods of this category children popular in the
system of education for gifted in Great Britain: identification of gifted by subject
teachers; questionnaires; testing; evaluation of children's creative works; nomination
of gifted by their peers; information from parents; pupils’ discussions; submission of
employees of educational public organizations (sports coaches, teachers of local clubs,
etc.).

In addition, the activities of the defined structure should be aimed at developing
and implementing (along with existing ones) fundamentally new and high-quality
programs for gifted children (such as London Gifted and Talented (2016) ) etc. The
main purpose of the newly created programs is to provide educational support to gifted
and talented schoolchildren through strategic approaches: to unite practitioners in
societies; funding of local authorities that would be able to support the implementation
of new school projects and curricula provided by the newly created structure at the
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine; establishing business contacts with
financially viable structures and the use of marketing companies; wide introduction of
innovative technologies in educational practice.

All programs for gifted children must contain online resources, thus providing an
opportunity to implement an individual approach to studying.

Curricula for gifted children provide a number of specific opportunities, namely:
participation in seminars; constant provision of training courses; cooperation with
peers, curators/mentors, division into groups; additional knowledge test; enriching the
curriculum with additional resources; lectures by leading experts in certain fields;
support courses for gifted children and training for all concerned; learning through
online resources with the support of online tutors; online discussion forums.

Among the main requirements for the programs - an individual approach to every
gifted and talented pupil (according to the age and needs), as well as individual
selection of teachers and educators for them. Therefore, the main task of such
programs is the simultaneous realization of the potential of talented and gifted children
and the development of the potential of their teachers.

An important component of the system of selection of gifted and talented students
is the proper training of teachers. As the analysis of the model of education for gifted
and talented students in Great Britain has revealed, the teacher is given a leading place
in the educational process in terms of the most effective classroom approach to
meeting the educational needs of gifted and talented pupils (Budz, 2018). This
approach is implemented through the direct interaction of the pupil and the teacher in
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the classroom, which requires teacher professionalism and obliges him to
extraordinary responsibility.

Using the positive educational experience of Great Britain, we offer the following
components of systematic teacher training to work with gifted children:

to improve existing and create new programs to support teachers (who work with
certain categories of gifted) at the national, regional and local levels;

to improve training programs for future teachers by introducing professional
disciplines into their content on the problem of giftedness and the introduction of
special courses aimed at preparing to work with this category of children;

to create a system of support for gifted youth, which receives primarily
pedagogical specialties (on the model of the National Academy for Gifted and
Talented Youth (2005) ), the Open University, etc.;

in order to improve the qualification of teachers to work with gifted and talented
schoolchildren to introduce offline and online training courses (modeled on the
program of the Westminster Institute of Education at Oxford Brookes University
(2005), Oxford University, created for gifted and talented coordinators);

creation of special online resources that would provide methodological support for
teachers on the theory and methods of educating gifted children;

active participation of higher education institutions in the implementation of
projects and educational programs for gifted and talented pupils.

It was found that at the local level school plays the main role in the development
of gifted schoolchildren. In Great Britain school is central in the education model for
gifted and talented pupils. In general, the school system is aimed at the development
of each pupil. This is typical for many countries, including Ukraine. Therefore, taking
the positive British experience into account, we offer:

a component of state social policy should be mandatory for each school to
maintain a register of gifted and talented pupils, which should contain information
about the socio-economic level of the pupil's family, gender and origin, which will
meet the educational needs of gifted children from low-income families;

to optimize cooperation with parents of gifted schoolchildren and community
representatives;

to improve the educational support of gifted schoolchildren through a curriculum
that would combine classroom, school and extracurricular activities, which will
increase the effectiveness of their education;

to introduce the position of coordinator for education of gifted and talented pupils,
the main purpose of which is to work with teachers, parents, peers of potential gifted
and talented and objective assessment of intellectual, creative as well as personal
qualities of students in this category;

to increase attention to the development of giftedness in schoolchildren with
special educational needs, etc.

The communicative component of the gifted education system in our country
needs significant changes, as in Ukraine there are only a few periodicals that partially
present the research problem. The only exception is the official website of the Institute
of Gifted Children of the National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine,
which provides methodological support for the education and upbringing of gifted
children. Therefore, in order to improve the communicative component of the
education system for gifted children in Ukraine, we offer:

to create a network of specialized periodicals for teachers-coordinators, for gifted
children, as well as for their parents;
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to encourage researchers and teachers to cover the problems of education and
upbringing of gifted children in the pages of general pedagogical newspapers and
magazines;

to develop the Internet resources that would provide comprehensive information
from school censuses on effective educational support for gifted and talented children
in primary and secondary education, on the specification of identifying gifted and
talented pupils, as well as on government education policy, etc.

Conclusion and further research prospects. The analysis of scientific and
methodological support for the education of gifted students in Ukraine showed that,
despite some achievements in this area, we need to improve mechanisms that would
eliminate shortcomings in the domestic practice of education of gifted children and
create an appropriate education system for schoolchildren in this category.

Taking into account the drawbacks identified in the domestic practice of education
of gifted children, practical recommendations have been developed for the
implementation of the British experience in domestic educational practice.

The proposed practical recommendations for the implementation of the British
experience at the legislative, organizational and institutional, communicative levels
will enrich the domestic theory and practice of education of gifted schoolchildren,
which may be the basis for further research in this area. The analysis of domestic
educational practice shows that in order to provide proper material and technical
support for the education of gifted pupils at different levels (national, regional, local)
in Ukraine, it is necessary to increase public funding of the organizational and
institutional as well as communicative components of the gifted education system.
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AHoTanisi. Y CTaTTi CXapakTepH30BaHO CTAaH OCBITH 00JapOBaHWX MIKOJIIPIB B
VYkpaiHi. AHami3 BITYU3HAHOT CHCTEMHU OCBITH JJIs 00IapOBaHUX JITEH 3aCBiUUB, IO
HE3Ba)XKAIOYM Ha NEBHI JOCSATHEHHS B Liil ramysi, B YkpaiHi € norpeba yaoCKOHAIUTH
MeXaHi3MH, sIKi IPU3BEAYTh O YCYHEHHsI HEAOMIKIB y poOoTi 3 001apOBaHUMHU JiTHMH
Ta COPUATHMYTh OpraHizanii e(eKTHBHOrO HaBYaHHS W BHMXOBAaHHs IiTeH wiel
Kateropii.
3’sicoBaHO, MmO HAa piBHI HOPMAaTHBHOTO CKJIAaJHMKA 3aIliKaBICHICTh CYCIIIGCTBA
npo0jeMor0 00JapoOBaHOCTI [JiTel TpEACTaBICHA B HH3MI 3aKOHOJABYHX Ta
HOPMAaTHBHUX JOKYMEHTiB, Ta pPEKOMEHJOBAHO YIOCKOHAJIMTH 3aKOHOAABYO-
HOpMaTHBHY 0a3y 3 METOI0 JIOCATHEHHs YCIIXy B CIpaBi PO3BHTKY TBOPYOrO Ta
IHTEJIEKTYaIbHOTO TIOTEHIiAly MOJIOJOTO IOKONIHHS YKpaiHH; pO3poOHTH Ta
BIIPOBAUTH Hackpi3Hy HarionansHy nporpaMy HaB4aHHs 00apOBaHUX LIKOJISIPIB Ta
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CTaHIApTH SIKOCTi OCBITH, sKi mepenba4yaioTh e(EeKTHUBHI 3aX0[H s 00AapoBaHHX
YUHIB i CTY/ICHTIB Ha MiCLIEBOMY, PEriOHAIbHOMY Ta HAIliOHAILHOMY PiBHSX.

BusnaueHo ocHOBHI HanpsiMu poOOTH 3 001apOBaHUMH AITEMH B YKpaiHi Ha PiBHI
OpraHi3aIifHO-IHCTUTYLIITHOTO CKJIaJHHKA Ta 3aIlPOIIOHOBAHO PEKOMEHAAIIIT 3 METOI0
3a0e3NeYeHHs] CHCTEMHOCTI B MIATOTOBI BYHUTENIB 1O PoOOTH 3 00JapOBaHMMH
YUIHSAMH.

KomyHikaTHBHMIA CKIIaTHUK BITYU3HIHOT CHCTEMH OCBITH JUIS 00JJapOBaHUX JIITCH
mepenyciM TpencTaBiICHU 3acobamu MacoBoi iH(opmanmii, mo BizoOpakaroTh
aKTyaJIbHI MUTaHHA B Tally3i Teopil Ta MpakTHKHU PO3BUTKY oOmapoBaHocTi. Ha piBHi
KOMYHIKaTUBHOTO CKJIQJHUKA 3aIPOIIOHOBAHO: CTBOPEHHS MEPEXi CIeLiali3oBaHUX
NEepiOIUYHIX BUAAHD (U1 YUYUTETIB-KOOPIAUHATOPIB pOOOTH 3 001apOBaHIMH IiTHMH,
Ul oOmapoBaHMX AiTeH, I iXHIX OAaTBKIB); PO3BHTOK IHTEpHET-pecypciB, siKi O
HaJaBa BHYEPIHY iH(GOpMamilo IIKUIBPHUX HEepenuciB mpo e(QeKTHBHE HaBYalbHEe
3abe3neyeHHs A1 00JapoBaHUX 1 TATAHOBUTHX IiTeH Ta X imeHTHdIKaIiio, a TaKOXK
iHpOpMyBaJIM NpPO MONITHUKY ypsAy IIOJAO OCBITH OOJApOBaHMX 1 TaJaHOBUTUX
IIKOJISAPIB.

KuarouoBi cioBa: o0mapoBaHi IIKOJApi, OCBiTa 00JapOBaHMX 1 TaJaHOBHTUX
HIKOJIAPIB, HOPMATUBHHUM CKJIAJHHUK, OpPraHi3aliifHO-IHCTUTYLUIHHUNA CKJIAaJHUK,
KOMYHIKaTUBHHUI CKJIQJIHUK, PEKOMEHIALII.
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